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Siti Jumadilah. S 200070135. Improving Students’ Ability in Writing Recount 
Text by Using Picture Series (A Classroom action Research at Eighth Grade of 
SMP Negeri 2 Mondokan, Kab. Sragen in 2011/2012 Academic Year). Thesis. 
Surakarta: POST GRADUATE PROGRAM. MAGISTER OF LANGUAGE 
STUDY, MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 
This study is based on the needs to improve the students' ability in writing 
recount text. Therefore, it is designed to improve the students' writing skill 
especially in writing recount text through the use of picture series technique. In 
this technique, the students practice writing recount text based on the picture 
series given. This technique is believed to improve the students' writing ability 
and their involvement in the teaching and learning process. 
            This study constitutes a classroom action research. Employing an action 
research design, it was conducted collaboratively with a fellow English teacher in 
observing the implementation of the technique. This study was conducted in two 
cycles. Each cycle encompassed three meetings. The subjects of the study are the 
eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Mondokan Sragen. 
           The findings of the study indicated that picture series media was successful 
in improving the students' ability in writing recount text  as well as increasing 
their involvement in the teaching and learning process. It can be seen from the 
percentage of students' who gained scores set in the criteria of success which was 
at least 6.5. In the first cycle, only 21 students (56.7%) of the students gained 
scores higher than and/or equal to 6.5. Meanwhile in second cycle, 37 students 
(100%) of the students gained scores higher than and/or equal to 6.5. Besides, the 
finding indicated that picture series media was effective in enhancing the students' 
involvement in the writing activities, especially when they worked in groups.  
            With the findings above, it can be inferred that picture series media has 
been proven to improve not only the students' ability in writing recount text but 
also the students' involvement in the teaching and learning process, particularly in 
writing recount  text. Therefore, it is suggested that English teachers apply this 
technique as one of the alternatives that can be used in teaching recount skill. For 
next researchers, it is recommended to do further research about the use of picture 
series in the teaching of English which focus on improving students' grammar 
mastery. The use of picture series is beneficial not only in improving the students' 
ability in writing recount  text but also the students' involvement in the teaching 
and learning process, it is advisable that this technique be used by students as their 
learning strategy to practice their recount text ability, and even more to practice 
their writing skill as well. Therefore, teachers should always try to create 
interesting picture series and text for their teaching. Based on the result, teachers 
can apply recount text to improve the students’ ability in writing recount text. 





Siti Jumadilah. S 200070135. Improving Students’ Ability in Writing Recount 
Text by Using Picture Series (A Classroom Action Research at Eighth Grade of 
SMP Negeri 2 Mondokan, Kab. Sragen in 2011/2012 Academic Year). Tesis. 
Surakarta: PROGRAM PASCA SARJANA. MAGISTER PENGKAJIAN 
BAHASA, SURAKARTA MUHAMMADIYAH SURAKARTA. 
Penelitian ini didasarkan atas kepentingan untuk meningkatkan 
kemampuan siswa di dalam menulis teks Recount. Dengan demikian, penelitian 
ini dirancang untuk meningkatkan ketrampilan menulis siswa, khususnya di dalam 
menulis teks Recount melalui teknik penggunaan gambar berseri. Di dalam teknik 
ini, siswa-siswa dilatih menulis teks Recount berdasarkan gambar berseri yang 
diberikan. Teknik ini dipercaya dapat meningkatkan kemampuan menulis siswa 
and peran serta di dalam proses belajar mengajar. 
Penelitian ini adalah penelitian tindakan kelas. Penelitian tindakan kelas 
ini, dilakukan secara kolaboratif bersama dengan sesama Guru Bahasa Inggris di 
dalam observasi dan pelaksanaan. Subyek penelitian ini adalah siswa-siswa kelas 
VIII SMP Negeri 2 Mondokan, Tahun Pelajaran 2011/2012. 
Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa media gambar berseri telah 
berhasil meningkatkan kemampuan menulis siswa di dalam menulis teks Recount, 
serta meningkatkan peran serta di dalam proses belajar mengajar. Hal ini dapat 
dilihat dari prosentase siswa yang berhasil adalah yang dapat mencapai nilai 6,5. 
Pada siklus ke-1, hanya 21 siswa (56,7%) yang dapat mencapai nilai lebih dari 
sama dengan 6,5. Sementara pada siklus ke-2, 37 siswa (100%) dapat mencapai 
nilai lebih dari sama dengan 6,5. Disamping itu, hasil penelitian menunjukkan 
bahwa media gambar berseri efektif dalam menangani keterlibatan siswa di dalam 
kegiatan menulis, khususnya ketika mereka bekerja secara kelompok. 
Dari hasil penelitian di atas, ini dapat dikategorikan bahwa media gambar 
berseri telah membuktikan bahwa tidak hanya meningkatkan kemampuan siswa di 
dalam menulis teks Recount, tetapi juga meningkatkan keterlibatan siswa  di 
dalam proses belajar mengajar, khususnya di dalam menulis teks Recount. Dengan 
demikian, teknik ini dapat dipakai sebagai salah satu alternative di dalam 
mengajar ketrampilan menulis. Bagi para peneliti yang akan datang, dapat 
derekomendasikan penggunaan media gambar berseri di dalam mengajar bahasa 
Inggris untuk memfokuskan pada penguasaan Tata Bahasa. Penggunaan gambar 
berseri bermanfaat tidak hanya di dalam meningkatkan kemampuan menulis siswa 
khususnya menulis teks Recount, tetapi juga meningkatkan keterlibatan siswa di 
dalam proses belajar mengajar, maka disarankan bahwa teknik ini dapat dipakai 
oleh siswa sebagai strategi belajar untuk berlatih menulis teks Recount, bahkan 
juga ketrampilan menulis. Maka dari itu, para guru seharusnya selalu mencoba 
berkreasi dengan teks gambar berseri yang menarik sebagai media dalam 
mengajar. Berdasarkan dari hasil penelitian, para guru dapat menerapkan teks 
Recount untuk meningkatkan kemampuan siswa di dalam menulis teks Recount. 
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